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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Wednesfield. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  report  on  the 
District  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1955. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  shows  a  decrease  on  last  year  being 
18.98  against  19.03  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  15.0. 

The  Death  Rate  was  7.67  against  6.99  per  1,000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  in  1954  which  appears  very  favourable  against  the  Rate  of 
England  and  Wales,  this  being  11.7. 

The  infant  Mortality  Rate  is  35.62  compared  with  10.04  in  1954 
and  32.54  in  1953.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was 
15  against  4  last  year,  and  11  in.  1953.  9  of  the  deaths  occurred 

under  4  weeks  of  age.  Premature  birth  accounted  for  6  of  the 
deaths  2  were  due  to  Congenial  Malformation  and  1  of  Cerebral  birth 
injury.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
24.9  against  25.5  in  1954. 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Combined  with  my  report  is  that  of  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  thanks  to  all  who  have 
co-operated  in  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  BENTLEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


T  fcT'x 


i 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Chairman  :  Councillor  Mrs.  M.  NEWEY,  J.P. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

W.  BENTLEY,  L.M.S.S.A. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

P.  H.  G.  GRIMMETT,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

A.  L.  MORGAN,  M.S.I.A.,  A.R.San.I. 

Clerks : 

Miss  S.  HAYDEN.  (Resigned  July,  1955). 

Miss  D.  JONES.  (Transferred  to  Housing  Department, 

October  3rd,  1955). 

Mrs.  M.  CARROLL,  October  3rd,  1955. 

Health  Visitors  : 

Mrs.  M.  WILLIAMS. 

Mrs.  M.  PROSSER.  July,  1954. 


Area  .  .  .  .  2,515  acres 

Population  (estimated)  .  .  22,170 

Inhabited  Houses  .  .  6,378 

Rateable  Value  (April  1st,  1956) .  £93,867 

General  Rate  .  .  .  22/ — 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  £378 


DESCRIPTION  OF  DISTRICT 

The  District  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  Cannock  Rural 
Distiict,  on  the  North-West  and  South-West  by  Wolverhampton 
County  Borough,  and  on  the  South-East,  East,  and  North-East 
by  Willenhall  Urban  District. 

The  elevation  is  approximately  500  feet  above  sea  level,  being 
part  industrial,  with  a  Rural  aspect  on  the  Northern  side. 

The  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  a  variety  of  occupations, 
Agricultural  workers,  Iron  and  Steel  workers,  Steel  Trap  makers, 
Keysmiths,  Locksmiths,  Foundry  workers,  Paint  workers,  Coal 

miners. 

The  general  health  of  the  population  is  very  satisfactory. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTH  RATE 


Ma 
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Fen 
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Rate 

Per  1,000 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

209 

8 

195 

9 

404 

17 

18.98 

STILLBIRTHS— 15 

8  males  7  females 


DEATH  RATE 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

88 

82 

170 

7.67 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 
Deaths  under  one  year 


Ma 

les 

Fen 

lales 

To 

tal 

Rate 

Per  1,000 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

L. 

I. 

10 

— 

5 

— 

15 

— 

35.62 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : 


From  Sepsis  .  .  None 

From  other  causes  .  None 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WEDNESFIELD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


1951 

1952 

19 

53 

1954 

19 

55 

Causes  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes 

97— 

-90 

75- 

-58 

92- 

-64 

73- 

-67 

88- 

-82 

18 

7 

133 

15 

6 

140 

170 

Enteric  Fever  . 

_ 

_ 

. _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ _ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

- — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— - 

Blood  Disease  . 

— 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 
Diseases 

1 

- - 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coronary  Disease 

11 

5 

12 

2 

10 

3 

9 

1 

11 

12 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory 
System 

7 

4 

1 

3 

5 

3 

1 

_ 

Other  Forms 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  Malignant  Disease 

15 

16 

10 

9 

21 

10 

16 

18 

21 

18 

Hypertension  with  Heart 
Disease  . 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Bladder  Diseases 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

12 

11 

7 

7 

11 

7 

8 

12 

8 

12 

Other  Heart  Disease 

9 

17 

8 

7 

5 

12 

6 

8 

8 

3 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

4 

9 

4 

5 

4 

4 

1 

5 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

13 

3 

9 

3 

4 

2 

5 

2 

4 

6 

Pneumonia,  all  forms 

1 

1 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

2 

2 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

— 

Gastritis,  Diarrhoea  &  Enteritis 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

3 

3 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  Fiver,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— • 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  and  accidents  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

_ 

1 

. 

2 

_ 

___ 

_ 

■ 

_ 

_ 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Road  Accidents 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Suicide  . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence 

3 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

8 

5 

9 

8 

18 

15 

12 

9 

12 

14 

Causes  ill  defined  or  unknown 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Estimated  Population  — 

17,390 

17,400 

18,250 

21,000 

22,170 

Total  Deaths 

Death  Rate 

187 

10.75 

133 

7.64 

156 

8.54 

140 

6.99 

170 

7.67 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  AGE  GROUPS  FOR  YEAR  1955 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

In  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  local  Health  Authority, 
namely,  the  County  Council,  the  organisation  and  administration 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr. 
Ramage.  Wednesfield  is  included  in  the  Health  Area  No.  9  of  the 
County  Scheme,  Dr.  Kynaston  of  Wednesbury  Area  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

No.  9  Area  Health  Office  :  20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury. 

Telephone  No.  :  Wednesbury  0279. 

As  regards  General  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services,  their 
administration  is  vested  in  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  and  chemical 
analyses  are  made  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the 
County  Buildings,  Stafford. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

This  service  is  provided  for  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  by  the  County  Council. 

Main  Ambulance  Station  :  Richards  Street,  Darlaston. 

Telephone  No.  2591 

I  have  found  the  service  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  County  Council  provide  services  as  one  of  the  benefits  to  be 
obtained  under  the  new  Health  Service.  A  qualified  nurse  gives 
professional  service  to  necessitous  non-infectious  cases. 

Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  County  Council  and  operates 
from  the  Area  Health  Office,  20,  Hydes  Road,  Wednesbury. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Valuable  advice  and  assistance  may  be  obtained  at  this  centre. 
The  times  of  attendance  are  as  follows  : — 

Infant  Welfare  Centre  : 

Every  Tuesday,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  : 

Alternate  Mondays,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Welfare  Clinic  : 

Methodist  School,  Well  Lane. 

Maternity  cases  are  provided  for  by  the  Women’s  Hospital, 
New  Cross  Hospital  and  Rosemary  Ednam,  Maternity  Home. 

Three  midwives  now  serve  the  District. 

Hospitals. 

The  Royal  Hospital,  the  Women’s  Hospital  and  New  Cross 
Hospitals  are  all  within  easy  reach.  Admissions  being  arranged  by 
the  Medical  Piactitioners. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  Dispensary  for  the  District  is  situated  in  Wolverhampton. 

The  sanatoria  available  are  : — 

For  males  : — Prestwood  Sanatoiium. 

For  females  : — Groundslow  and  Yarheld. 

For  children  : — The  Limes,  Himley. 

Nursery. 

The  Day  Nursery  situated  in  Lichfield  Road  has  been  main¬ 
tained  at  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  throughout  the  year  though 
not  used  to  its  full  capacity. 

Every  possible  precaution  was  taken  during  the  sporadic 
outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  touching  the  nursery  and  I  would 
commend  Matron  Smith  for  her  efforts. 

Water  Supply. 

The  supply  of  water  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  is  good 
and  adequate  and  is  obtained  from  Wolverhampton  Corporation. 
I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Brian  L.  McMillan,  B.Sc.,  M.Inst.C.E.,  Water 
Engineer  for  the  following  report  : — 
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Source  of  supply.  River  Worthe  at  Cosford. 

Boreholes  at  Cosford,  Dimmingsdale,  Hilton  (Shropshire), 
Tettenhall,  Stableford,  Goldthorn  Hill— Goldthorn  Hill 
borehole  is  used  only  rarely  and  Stableford  was  not  taken  into 
service  until  February  this  year. 

Distributed  Water. 

1.  The  Water  supply  of  your  area  has  been  satisfactory  in  both 
quality  and  quantity. 

2.  There  were  869  post  treatment  samples  of  water  taken  and 
all  proved  satisfactory,  both  bacteriologically  and  chemi¬ 
cally. 

3.  There  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo-solvent  action  of  the  water. 

4.  There  has  been  no  known  contamination  of  the  distributed 
water. 

Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths. 

The  following  are  the  times  and  places  where  the  District 

Registrar  Mr.  A.  W.  Tunley  may  be  seen  each  week. 


10  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.  2.30  p.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Monday  .  Calves  Croft,  Willenhall.  Hall  Street,  Bilston. 

Tuesday  .  Bilston.  Willenhall. 

Wednesday  Willenhall.  Wednesheld  Church  Institute. 

3  to  5  p.m. 

Thursday  .  Bilston. 

Friday  .  Willenhall.  Bilston. 

Saturday  .  Bilston. 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1955 
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Smallpox.  No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

41  cases  were  notified  compared  with  3d  in  1954.  No  death 
occurred. 

Diphtheria. 

No  case  has  been  notified  for  5  years.  This  is  very  satisfactory 
and  no  doubt  due  to  the  large  percentage  of  children  immunised. 

Food  Poisoning. 

1  confirmed  case  of  Food  Poisoning  arose  during  the  year.  The 
patient  was  treated  at  home  and  recovered. 

Enteric  Fever.  No  case  occurred. 

Measles. 

318  cases  were  notified  against  14  in  1954.  No  death  occurred. 

Whooping  Cough. 

29  cases  were  notified  against  57  in  1954.  No  death  occurred. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica.  No  case  occurred. 

Influenza  and  Pneumonia. 

During  the  year  9  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  as  against 
4  in  1954  and  2  in  1953.  There  were  2  deaths  from  Influenza  and  7 
from  Pneumonia. 

Tuberculosis. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  remained  on  the  register  215  persons 
suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  107  males  and  108  females, 
and  75  persons,  36  males  and  39  females,  suffering  other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis,  a  total  on  the  register  of  290.  From  the  following 
table  it  will  be  seen  that  one  death  was  registered  as  due  to  Pulmon¬ 
ary  Tuberculosis,  no  death  occurred  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 
13  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year 
and  2  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  3  of  the  Pulmonary 
cases  were  admitted  to  Sanatoria. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1955 


New 

Cases 

De./ 

CTHS 

AGE  PERIODS 

Pul. 

Non. 

Pul. 

Pul. 

Non. 

Pul. 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0  to  I 

1  to  5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  to  10 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  to  15  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  20  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  25  . 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  35  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  to  45  . 

3 

— 

— 

• — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  55  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  65 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . 

7 

6 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

CANCER— CHIEF  OF  THE  DEATHS 
AGES  AND  PARTS  AFFECTED 


Parts 

Affected 

20- 

30 

30-40 

40-50 

50-60 

60- 

70 

70 

- 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Breast 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Rectum  . 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Colon 

- 

* 

____ 

_ 

- 

_ 

— — 

1 

_ 

3 

2 

_____ 

6 

Lung  and 
Bronchus 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Stomach 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

7 

Ovary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Bladder 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Larynx  . 

1 

— 

1 

Caecum  . 

1 

— 

1 

Pancreas . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

TOTALS 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

7 

7 

3 

39 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

We  entered  the  year  with  the  realisation  that  some  positive 
action  was  now  possible  in  respect  to  Slum  Clearance  and  the  plan  of 
action  will  be  seen  in  the  records  of  the  following  pages,  and  people 
penalised  to  living  under  extremely  poor  conditions  with  no  prospect 
of  new  houses  within  the  normal  housing  activity  of  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  for  years  have  now  the  opportunity  of  new  environment  and 
amenable  prospects  of  bringing  up  their  families. 

Atmospheric  Pollution  is  now  a  little  more  in  the  public  eye. 
4,000  deaths  in  London  and  the  prospect  of  a  Private  Act  on  the 
subject  stimulated  the  Government  to  move  and  I  look  forward  to 
the  Clean  Air  Bill  becoming  an  enactment  of  actionable  power  in 
the  drive  for  clean  air. 

Why,  in  a  democracy  of  advanced  civilisation  (so  called)  of 
which  Britain  boasts,  should  tragedy  be  always  a  necessary  prelude 
to  common  sense  reform  ? 

In  similar  vein,  increasing  notifications  and  deaths  from  Food 
Poisoning  stimulated  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  made 
under  the  (revised  ?)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  which  the  year 
1956  will  see  brought  into  operation,  but  when  will  the  Government 
advise  Local  Authorities  of  a  fair  establishment  to  effectively 
operate  all  duties  legally  required  of  Sanitary  Officers  in  these  days, 
for  I  believe  that  the  colossal  cost  of  curative  medicine  could  be 
reduced  with  adequate  emphasis  on  preventive  measures  by 
extending  the  knowledge  of  environmental  hygiene  through  Health 
Educational  approaches. 

The  records  of  the  following  pages  indicate  the  extended 
activity  undertaken  and  to  my  colleagues  and  members  of  my  staff 
I  extend  my  grateful  thanks  for  help,  cooperation  in  enabling  so 
much  to  be  accomplished  during  the  year  under  review. 

I  would  also  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Committee  for  their  continued  support. 
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I  would  record  the  examination  success  of  my  Additional 
Inspector,  Mr.  A.  L.  Morgan,  who  obtained  Meat  and  Food  Inspector 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  in  February,  1955  and 
add  my  congratulations  thereto. 

I  remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

P.  H.  G.  GRIMMETT, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Sanitary  Improvements  carried  out  as  a  result  of  Inspections  and 
Notices  served  both  Informal  and  Statutory. 


Dwelling  Houses. 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  8 

House  brickwork  repointed  .  .  8 

Chimney  stacks  repointed  .  6 

Chimney  pots  provided  or  repaired  .  3 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  .  30 

Plasterwork  repaired  .  .  .  7 

New  firegrates  provided  .  1 

Firegrates  repaired  .  2 

Doors  repaired  ......  .  .  .  1 

Windows  repaired  .  2 

Sashcords  renewed  . .  9 

Floors  repaired  .  .  .  .  19 

Stairs  repaired  .  .  .  .  1 

Water  fittings  repaired .  7 

Backboilers  repaired  .  3 

Hot  water  cylinders  renewed  .  .  2 

Cold  water  storage  tanks  repaired  .  1 

Stucco  work  made  good  .  .  1 

Rising  dampness  obviated  .  3 


Water  Closets,  Washouses,  etc. 

Washboilers  repaired 
W.C.  Pedestals  renewed 
W.C.  Pedestals  repaired 
W.C.  seats  provided 
W.C.  Cisterns  repaired 
Wash  house  roofs  repaired 
Sink  waste  pipes  repaired 
W.C.  Conversions  carried  out 


2 

5 

4 

5 

13 

6 
1 
9 


15 


Drainage. 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  .  .  259 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  .  2 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  5 

Drain  surround  made  good  .  .  2 

Soil  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  3 

Rainwater  downpipes  repaired  .  8 


Food  Premises  (including  Ice  Cream  Premises) 

Food  shops  cleansed  .  .  2 

Fish  frying  premises  cleansed  .  2 

Hot  water  supply  provided  .  .  9 

Letters  and  Notices  sent  out. 

Preliminary  Notices  .  .  .  104 

Statutory  Notices  .  .  .  13 

Letters  (all  works)  .  .  .  1,470 

Statutory  Notices. 

Section  9,  Housing  Act  .  .  13 

Section  11,  Housing  Act  .  16 

No.  of  undertakings  accepted  nil. 

Section  12,  Housing  Act  .  nil. 

Section  26,  Flousing  Act  .  2 

Section  269,  Public  Health  Act 

Licences  granted  2 

Licences  refused  5 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 

Provisions)  Act  Closing  Orders  3 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  Certificates  of  Disrepair  3 

Infectious  Diseases. 

51  cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurred  within  the  district 
during  1955  and  339  visits  were  made  in  this  connection,  approp¬ 
riate  disinfection  being  carried  out  upon  removal  to  hospital  or 
termination  of  infected  period  as  necessary.  In  all,  133  sprayings 
were  carried  out.  In  the  number  of  sprayings  noted  above,  five 
terminal  disinfections  are  included  for  T.B.  removals,  this  policy 
being  carried  out  in  all  housing  exchanges  or  transfers  as  the  case 
may  be.  In  addition,  38  sprayings  for  woodworm,  19  for  ants, 
7  for  beetles,  6  for  fleas,  1  for  bugs  and  8  other  sprayings  were 
carried  out. 
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There  was  during  the  year  an  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  within 
the  district,  involving  in  all  seven  cases.  The  first  case  arose  on  the 
23rd  day  of  September  and  finally  was  brought  to  a  halt  on  25th  of 
November,  involving  some  120  contacts  and  exclusions,  necessita¬ 
ting  visits  to  some  30  schools  and  private  premises. 

The  hrst  case  was  a  6J  year  old  girl  who  had  from  an  early  age 
a  weakness  in  one  leg,  being  operated  upon  for  a  dislocated  hip 
when  only  18  months  old.  She  had  also  had  eye  correction  opera¬ 
tion  and  teeth  extraction  within  the  six  months  prior  to  the.  illness. 
Following  rapidly  upon  case  No.  1,  a  two  year  old  boy  who  was 
attending  a  local  Day  Nursery  was  found  to  be  suffering  with 
poliomyelitis,  he  known  to  have  been  immunised  within  the  12 
months  prior  to  the  illness,  the  third  case  was  a  14  year  old  girl  and 
case  No.  4,  a  3  year  old  boy.  It  was  decided  at  this  stage  to  cease 
immunisation  at  schools  and  to  delay  tonsillectomy  operations  for 
the  time  being.  Case  No.  5  was  a  3  year  old  boy,  a  contact  of  Case 
No.  4.  No.  6  was  an  isolated  case,  a  ten  year  old  boy  who  had 
within  the  week  prior  to  onset  attended  a  scout  organization  which 
necessitated  the  isolation  of  some  thirty  boys.  Case  No.  7  was  a 
14  year  old  boy  who  had  been  complaining  of  tonsilitis  and  quinzies 
during  the  same  month  as  the  onset  of  his  illness.  The  outbreak 
finally  subsided  at  the  end  of  November  and  I  would  wish  to  express 
my  appreciation  to  school  authorities  and  local  organisations  who 
cooperated  during  this  very  trying  period. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  154. 

Two  rag  and  bone  merchants  were  cautioned  and  interviewed 
in  this  district  whilst  exchanging  articles  with  children  under  14 
years  of  age.  Preliminary  cautioning  resulted  in  no  further 
complaint.  9  visits  were  made  concerning  mobile  traders. 

Water  Sampling. 

Two  bacteriological  and  two  chemical  samples  of  water  were 
taken  from  wells  in  Sandpits  Valley  where  the  Local  Authority  are 
carrying  out  a  sewage  works  extension  and  the  samples  submitted 
revealed  no  undue  pollution  of  the  supply.  29  visits  were  made  in 
connection  with  water  supply. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936 


Section  9. 

Notices  served  .  .  13 

Outstanding  at  end  of  year  .  nil. 
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Overcrowding. 

Five  abatement  notices  were  served  for  minor  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding.  The  Council’s  re-housing  scheme  has  now  considerably 
eased  this  problem  and  the  one  case  outstanding  at  the  end  of  1954 
is  now  known  to  have  been  relieved,  but  there  are  still  three  houses 
used  for  accommodation  of  coloured  people,  and  it  is  still  a  problem 
to  know  exactly  what  can  be  done  with  these  imigrants  in  settling 
them  in  this  country.  178  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  over 
crowding  or  suspected  overcrowding. 

Section  II. 

Summary  of  Activities  since  1946  to  date 

Since  1946  and  the  re-commencement  of  thought  toward  the 
Clearance  of  substandard  properties,  a  total  of  93  houses  have  been 
dealt  with  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  49  in  which  complete 
demolition  is  now  secured,  22  standing  void  pending  demolition, 
22  under  demolition  orders  but  still  requiring  rehousing  by  the 
Council,  34  other  properties  have  been  demolished  by  Clearance 
Order  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  Procedure  and  a  further  17 
were  at  the  end  of  the  year  awaiting  Ministerial  confirmation. 

Mouses  Demolished — total  premises  49. 

1947—  Nos.  199,  201  Wood  End  Road.  To  facilitate  Orchard  Road 
Housing  Scheme. 

1948 —  Nos.  54,  56,  New  Street.  Nos.  17,  19,  Church  Street. 

1950 — “Lake  View,’’  Watery  Lane.  (Conversion  to  stabling). 

1953 — No.  58,  New  Street. 

Nos.  341,  343,  345,  347,  Wood  End  Road.  Nos.  85,  95,  97, 
99  and  105,  Lower  Prestwood  Road  to  facilitate  Long  Knowle 
Development. 

195  ' — “Hill  View,’’  Watery  Lane.  (Conversion  to  business  usage). 
4  and  5,  Noose  Lane.  15,  Church  Street  (new  Library  site). 
1,  2,  3,  Bealey’s  Fold  and  No.  6,  High  Street.  “Myatt,” 
Caravan,  Ashmore  Park.  1  and  2,  Ashmore  Park  Cottages 
to  facilitate  Ashmore  Park  Estate  developments. 

1955 — 1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  Bellamy  Lane.  6,  7,  8,  9,  Orchard  Buildings. 
163,  165,  Wood  End  Road.  61-63,  Lichfield  Road.  19, 
Taylor  Street,  Bird  and  Grosvenor  Railway  Carriages. 
3  and  8,  Sandpits.  Perry  Hall  Farm.  Wine  Shop,  Black- 
halve  Lane. 
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Standing  Void— total  premises  22. 

1950 —  Back  88,  Graiseley  Lane. 

1951 —  3,  Devils  Elbow,  Linthouse  Lane. 

1952 —  2,  Devil's  Elbow,  Linthouse  Lane. 

1953 —  Canal  Side,  Rookery  Street.  “ Mansfield' ’  Carriage.  Sand¬ 
pits,  7,  The  Fields,  Lichfield  Road. 

1954 —  “St.  Ivans,”  Railway  Carriage,  Watery  Lane. 

103,  129,  131,  133,  135,  137,  139,  141,  145,  Wood  End  Road. 
11,  13,  15,  High  Street.  (Site  of  new  Bank). 

157,  155,  Blackhalve  Lane,  Wednesheld. 

1955 —  2a,  Sandpits. 

Demolition  Order  Operative  but  still  Occupied — total  premises  22. 

1948 — 1  and  4,  Devil’s  Elbow,  Linthouse  Lane. 

1951 — Railway  Carriage,  rear  of  “Leafern,”  Neachells  Lane, 
5,  The  Fields,  3,  Canal  Side  Rookery  Street.  Nos.  90,  92, 
94,  96,  98,  100,  102,  Graiseley  Lane. 

1954—143,  Wood  End  Road.  51,  55,  57,  59,  Lichfield  Road. 
1,  2,  3,  Linthouse  Lane. 

To  summarise  : — 

Houses  dealt  with  under  Housing  Acts 


during  1955  .  .  41 

Houses  demolished  .  .  .  21 

No.  of  persons  displaced  .  .  85 


Section  25. 

The  following  areas  were  declared  to  be  Clearance  Areas 
within  the  terms  of  the  above  Act  during  1955  : — 

Wednesfield  (Wood  End  Nos.  1  and  2)  Clearance  Areas,  1955. 

157,  159,  161,  167,  169,  171,  173,  175,  177,  Wood  End  Road. 

Wednesfield  (Cross  Street) Clearance  Area,  1955. 

19,  21,  23,  25,  27,  29,  31,  33,  Cross  Street. 

During  1955  four  Clearance  Areas  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
in  1954,  were  vacated  and  demolished,  a  total  of  34  houses. 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

The  following  houses  were  closed  under  the  above  Act  : — 

39  and  43,  Rookery  Street. 
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Precautions  before  Demolition. 

The  physical  demolition  of  the  properties  vacated  by  Housing 
Act  procedure  is  principly  dealt  with  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor, 
but  it  is  the  practice  of  the  Public  Health  Department  by  carrying 
out  disinfestation  treatment  and  sprayings  for  woodworm,  bugs, 
fleas,  etc.  to  ensure  that  timbers  and  door  furniture,  etc.  are  free 
of  vermin  and  to  ensure  that  any  infestation  will  die  with  the  house. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Food  Sampling. 

The  following  analysis  is  of  milk  and  food  samples  taken  in  the 
Wednesheld  district  by  Staffordshire  County  Council. 


Milk. 

Milk  Sterilised .  16 

Milk  Pasteurised  .  16 

Milk  T.T .  3 

Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised  15 


Milk  T.T.  Channel  Islands  2 

52  All  genuine 


General  Foods 

No.  of  samples  taken  16  All  genuine 

Classification  of  Foods  Sampled. 

Vinegar 

Complete  Cake  Flour 
Tea 

Dessicated  Coconut 
Fruit  Salad 
Danish  Butter 
Cooking  Fat 
Whisky 

Mild  Ale  (two  samples) 

Bitter  Beer 

Sausage 

Dripping 

All  Bright  Ale 

Pork  Sausage  (two  samples) 
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Food  Poisoning. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  during  1955  only  one  case  of  Food 
Poisoning  occurred  in  this  district.  The  case  in  question  was  a 
female  aged  39.  Salmonella  typhimurium  organisms  were  isolated 
from  the  stool  of  the  patient  and  the  affected  food  is  thought  to  be 
rodent  contaminated  fish  consumed  at  a  restaurant  in  a  nearby 
authority.  The  woman  in  question  was  a  butcher's  assistant  and 
seven  post-treatment  samples  were  taken  before  a  final  clearance 
notice  was  issued  for  the  assistant  to  return  to  work.  Salmonella 
organisms  continued  to  be  passed  for  a  period  of  46  days.  Final 
appropriate  action  was  taken  with  regard  to  rodent  infestation  in 
question.  9  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  Food  Poisoning  queries. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Three  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  under  Section  57  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  and  Section  4(2)  of  the  Slaughterhouses 
Act,  1954.  Upon  de-control  of  meat  in  1954,  onus  was  placed  upon 
local  authorities  to  ensure  adequate  meat  inspection  within  their 
district  and  the  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  343  visits  made. 
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January  1st.  to  December  31st.  1955 
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Meat  Inspection — continued 
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Cysticereos  s. 

Whole  carcase  condemned  .  .  Nil. 

Part  carcase  or  offals  .  .  .  3 

Carcase  to  Refrigeration  .  .  .  3 

Percentage  of  cattle  . 2,18% 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 
in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

132 

6 

1 

1,105 

388 

— 

Number  inspected  . 

132 

6 

1 

1,105 

388 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci.  Whole  carcas¬ 
es  condemned  . 

_ 

_ _ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of 
organ  was  condemned  . 

32 

2 

— 

48 

23 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  and  cystic- 
ercosis 

24.2%  of 
which 
95%  was 
a  result  of 

Fasciolia- 

sis 

33% 

0% 

4.3% 

5.8% 

— 

Tuberculosis  only.  Whole  carc¬ 
ases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  . 

4 

— 

■ — 

— 

12 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspec¬ 
ted  affected  with  tuberculosis  . 

0  0/ 

°  /o 

0% 

0% 

0% 

o  1  0/ 

■*-  /o 

— 

Cysticercosis.  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  of  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

3 

. 

_ _ 

. 

- 

_ 

• 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  . 

3 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

Generalised  and  totally  condem¬ 
ned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  Tuberculin  Tested  8 

Dealers  Licences  issued  Tuberculin  Tested  16 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1949. 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  Pasteurised  8 

Sterilized  8 

Retail  shops  licenced.  46 

Ice  Cream. 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  district,  but 
two  shops  are  manufacturing  Iced  Lollies. 

Five  new  licences  were  issued  during  the  year,  in  all  the,  proviso 
being  made  that  a  wrapped  commodity  only  may  be  sold.  Hot 
water  geysers  were  required  and  provided,  and  in  one  case  green¬ 
grocery  sales  were  removed  to  a  separate  part  of  the  building. 
45  premises  now  retail  wrapped  Ice  Cream.  22  visits  were  made. 

Of  the  samples  taken  all  proved  satisfactory. 

Fish  and  Chip  Saloons. 

There  are  now  8  registered  saloons  in  the  district.  Two 
saloons  were  re-registered.  Two  fish  and  chip  saloons  were  closed. 
19  visits  were  made. 

Food  Inspection. 

The  following  items  of  food  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  as  a  result  of  119  visits. 


Tinned  Tomatoes  . 

28  lb.  0  oz.  (Blown) 

y y 

Pineapple  . 

7  lb.  8  oz.  ,, 

y } 

Carrots 

19J  oz. 

y  y 

Beans 

6  lb.  0  oz.  (Leaker) 

y  y 

Peaches 

27  lb.  12  oz.  (Blown) 

y  y 

Salmon 

5  lb. 

y  y 

Pears 

1  lb.  8  oz. 

y  y 

Evaporated  Milk 

12  oz. 

y  y 

Peas 

10  oz.  ,, 

y  y 

Corned  Beef 

35  lbs.  ,, 

y  y 

Shoulder  Gammon 

53  lb.  5  oz.  (Liquefaction  of 

Gelatine) 
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Cheese  .  .  .  16  lb. 

Dried  Apricots  .  .  6  lb. 

Ox  Tongue  .  1  lb. 

Boneless  Cooked  Ham  .  5  lb. 

Jellied  Veal  .  .  2  lb. 

Luncheon  Meat  .  .  6  oz. 

Beef  Steak  Pudding  .  8  oz. 


Foreign  Matter  in  Bottle  of  sterilized  milk. 

Discovery  of  foreign  matter  in  a  bottle  of  sterilized  milk  led 
to  a  visit  to  the  dairy  premises  in  a  neighbouring  authority,  and 
advice  was  given  on  inspection  of  bottles  after  cleansing. 

Grease  in  Sliced  Loaf  of  Bread. 

Report  of  grease  in  a  sliced  loaf  of  bread  resulted  in  a  visit  to 
a  Bakery  in  an  adjacent  L.  A.  area  and  joint  advice  was  given  on  the 
use  of  the  cutter. 

Presence  of  Silt  and  Vinegareel  in  bottle  of  loose  Vinegar 

This  was  mainly  due  to  using  drainings  from  the  bottom  of  the 
vinegar  barrel.  Remainder  of  vinegar  at  Shop,  was  destroyed  and 
warnings  given  as  to  cleansing  of  bottles  prior  to  filling  with 
vinegar. 

Proprietory  Baby  Powders. 

In  June  of  this  year  a  circular  letter  was  received  from  Minister 
of  Health  in  respect  to  baby  powders  which  were  the  remainder  of  a 
consignment  of  cooling  powders  which  had  been  found  to  contain 
mercury  and  calomel  substance.  A  few  recent  cases  of  infant 
deaths  had  been  associated  with  the  ingestion  of  these  powders  and 
it  was  thought  advisable  to  collect  in  all  remaining  powders  from 
shops  which  had  received  supplies  and  still  held  old  stock.  My 
inspectorial  staff  checked  every  possible  source  of  sale  or  use  of  these 
powders  and  in  no  case  was  any  of  the  old  stock  of  powders  found, 
each  separate  packet  being  scrutinised. 

Mineral  Waters  containing  Phenols. 

In  September  a  bottle  of  pop  was  surrendered  by  a  resident 
with  the  view  that  it  contained  disinfectant  solution.  The  bottle 
was  analysed  and  was  found  to  contain  a  large  amount  of  phenol 
substance  and  the  matter  was  reported  to  Council  after  visits  to  the 
manufacturers  premises,  which  exposed  the  fact  that  there  was  a 
strong  risk  of  disinfectant  solution  being  admitted  to  the  bottle 
whilst  it  was  on  their  premises,  and  also  that  they  had  been  having 
bottles  from  a  bottle  exchange  service,  and  I  was  not  satisfied  that 
sufficient  care  was  being  taken  for  such  bottles  to  be  satisfactorily 


cleansed  before  being  recirculated.  It  was  felt  that  lack  of  super¬ 
vision  in  this  particular  case  warranted  Court  procedure,  and  a  case 
was  taken  at  the  Magistrates’  Court  in  which  the  defendants, 
admitted  liability  in  this  instance  but  stressed  that  people  who  used 
mineral  bottles  and  other  bottles  of  this  nature  for  purposes  other 
than  that  for  which  they  are  intended,  e.g.  for  storing  cleaning 
fluid,  acids,  parrafin,  bleach,  etc.,  should  be  discouraged  in  this 
practice  by  as  much  publicity  and  education  as  possible.  The  firm 
were  discharged  on  payment  of  costs. 

Contaminated  Iced  Buns. 

A  member  of  the  staff  purchased  two  iced  buns  from  a  shop  in 
Wednesfield  and  on  examination,  an  unusual  amount  of  dust  was 
present  and  also  a  spider  lying  in  the  icing  of  the  bun.  It  was 
ascertained  that  these  buns  were  purchased  in  Walsall  and  a  visit 
was  made  to  the  bakery  concerned.  This  was  found  to  be  below 
standard  and  had  not  been  used  for  quite  some  time  and  I  was 
informed  that  authorities  had  the  matter  of  the  re-opening  of  this 
bakery  in  hand,  the  structure  being  included  in  a  potential  re¬ 
development  area,  the  County  Borough  exercising  certain  controls 
and  improvements  on  the  present  conditions  in  the  bakery.  In  this 
case  a  warning  letter  was  sent. 

Cheese. 

A  complaint  was  received  from  a  resident  concerning  some 
cheese  which  he  said  had  produced  cholic  reaction  affecting  both 
himself  and  his  wife.  The  shop  concerned  was  visited  and  some  dirt 
removed  from  the  cheese  cutter  which,  together  with  a  sample  of 
the  cheese  was  submitted  for  analysis,  the  reply  being  completely 
negative,  no  pathogenic  organisms  being  isolated.  Appropriate 
measures  were  taken  to  secure  the  adequate  cleansing  of  the  cheese 
cutter  at  the  shop  concerned. 

Contaminated  Beer. 

A  beer  bottle  in  which  a  foreign  substance  was  present,  suspected 
to  be  of  an  oil  base,  was  brought  into  the  office.  The  matter  was 
followed  up  and  found  to  be  yeast  mould  which  had  adhered  to  the 
side  of  the  bottle.  I  would  here  observe  that  beer  is  known  not  to 
support  pathogenic  organisms  due  to  the  alcoholic  content  of  the 
liquid.  A  further  visit  was  made  to  the  Brewery  in  company  with  a 
colleague  from  Wolverhampton  and  I  was  struck  by  the  great  care 
taken  to  ensure  the  cleanliness  of  bottles  before  being  taken  into 
service,  for  here  there  is  in  operation,  a  lighted  background,  and  in 
addition  what  one  might  term  a  ‘ Television  screen”  behind  which 
these  bottles  move  and  appear  magnified  to  the  operator’s  view,  and 
very  little  should  pass  such  vigorous  tests.  Such  is  the  concentra¬ 
tion  desired  that  a  rota  of  movement  among  the  personnel  employed 
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permits  of  ^-hour  spells  at  this  bottle  inspection  point.  More  than 
15  million  bottles  of  beer  are  produced  by  this  brewery  annually 
and  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  no  previous  complaint  has  been 
made  in  this  wise.  I  therefore  recommended  that  a  warning  letter 
be  sent. 

Mortuary. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  19  bodies  have  been  admitted  to  the 
Council’s  Mortuary  and  post  mortem  results  revealed  the  following 
causes  of  death  : — 

Natural  Causes 
Suicide  (Gas  Poisoning) 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

Drowning  . 

Pneumonicosis 
Silicosis 

Bronchial  Pneumonia 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Gastro  Enteritis 
Road  Accident  (Skull  Fracture) 

Housing  of  Coloured  Workers. 

Two  houses  are  occupied  by  coloured  peoples  at  the  moment, 
in  the  district.  However,  many  more  coloured  people  are  employed 
and  it  is  possible  that  the  number  of  such  houses  will  be  increased  as 
movement  of  the  population  occurs  and  houses  become  vacant. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Interest  and  activity  has  continued  quietly  throughout  the 
years,  the  graphs  of  pollution  records  reveal  the  extent  of  such 
pollution  in  the  industrial  part  of  the  district. 

Much  experimentation  with  oil  fired  annealing  ovens  has 
resulted  in  the  elimination  of  smoke  from  the  plant  and  ended  a 
painful  nuisance  for  the  local  inhabitants  and  yet,  how  often  the 
human  element  fails  and  a  burst  of  smoke  appears,  but  I  am  happy 
to  report  that  relations  between  the  factory  owners  and  local 
inhabitants  permits  of  direct  contact  to  ensure  the  correction  of 
adjustment  to  burners. 

Complaints  were  received  from  new  housing  development 
adjacent  to  a  small  industrial  site  allowed  to  develop  during  the  war 
years,  and  now  let  to  small  industries,  one  of  which  is  a  casehardening 
heat  treatment  firm  using  cyanide  in  the  process,  and  exhaust  fans 
fitted  ducting  fumes  to  a  small  scrubbing  plant  has  controlled  the 
obnoxious  effluvia  therefrom. 

Despite  many  enquiries  little  information  has  been  obtained 
to  yet  advance  the  control  of  ferric  oxide  fumes  from  a  steel  works. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  1955 
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AVERAGE  RAINFALL  WEATHER  CONDITIONS 
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Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

One  premise  was  re-licenced  in  this  connection,  circumstances 
being  very  satisfactory. 

Registration  of  Old  Metal  Dealers. 

Three  dealers  have  been  re-registered  and  operate  in  the 
district,  one  new  dealer  has  been  registered  and  liaison  maintained 
with  the  local  police. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  269.  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and 
Caravans. 

The  Council’s  caravan  site  at  Ashmore  Park  Farm  has  continued 
to  be  well  maintained.  Town  and  Country  Planning  Permission  is 
expiring  at  the  end  of  1956  and  as  a  result  during  the  year  two 
licences  only  were  granted  and  five  were  refused,  the  council  having, 
in  my  opinion,  wisely  refrained  from  enlarging  the  site  due  to  the 
extensive  housing  development  being  undertaken  in  the  district. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  11  occupied  caravans  on 
Ashmore  Park  Farm.  38  visits  were  made. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Throughout  the  year  activity  has  been  maintained  in  the 
district,  premises  receiving  particular  attention  include  the  new 
building  sites,  the  larger  factories,  sewers  and  sewage  works  and  the 
refuse  tip.  Two  annual  contracts  have  been  maintained  in  the  total 
sum  of  £95,  income  from  business  premises  totalling  £105.  11s.  5d. 
in  the  year. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
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MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 
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Business  Premises  .  302  rats.  123  mice. 

Private  Dwellings  .  421  ,,  302  ,, 

Urban  District  Council  Premises  .  96  „  23  ,, 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Amendments  Act,  1954. 

Prevention  of  Cruelty  Regulations,  1954. 

Two  new  slaughter  licences  and  11  renewals  were  approved, 
making  a  total  of  13  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  district.  In  each 
case  a  copy  of  the  above  regulations  was  enclosed  and  the  two  new 
licensees  were  observed  in  action  prior  to  approval.  None  are 
licensed  to  slaughter  horses. 

Shops  Act,  1950. 

There  are  now  200  shops  on  the  register  all  of  which  have 
suitable  sanitary  accommodation,  all  being  in  the  main  adequately 
and  satisfactorily  maintained.  Observations  have  been  maintained 
in  respect  to  hours  of  closing  and  Sunday  trading  and  whilst  the 
majority  of  shopkeepers  keep  the  law  it  has  been  necessary  to  bring 
five  cases  to  Committee  for  contravention  of  Sunday  trading  regula¬ 
tions,  but  in  no  case  was  a  prosecution  taken.  Warning  letters 
were  sent  in  each  case  and  no  further  offence  has  been  observed. 
150  enquiries  were  made. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

One  certificate  of  disrepair  application  was  received  and 
granted.  Two  applications  for  revocation  of  a  certificate  of  disrepair 
were  submitted  and  were  not  granted,  the  owner  having  failed  to 
carry  out  the  works  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council.  The  owner 
has  since  withdrawn  and  the  houses  have  been  sold. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  47. 

During  the  year  9  waste  water  closets  were  converted  to  the 
orthodox  water  carriage  system  at  no  cost  to  the  Council  there  still 
being,  however,  something  less  than  400  waste  water  and  chemical 
closets  in  the  district,  and  it  is  with  an  optimistic  desire  to  wipe  these 
out  that  I  welcome  the  progress  made  on  the  enlargement  to  our 
sewage  works  which  are  now  well  under  way.  Upon  completion  of 
the  sewage  works  scheme  an  all  our  effort  will  be  made  to  complete 
the  conversion  of  these  out  of  date,  unsatisfactory  conveniences. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 
Factories  Act  1937. 

1.— INSPECTIONS 

for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  heaith. 
Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

10 

4 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

24 

• — 

— 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con¬ 
struction  but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises) 

7 

TOTAL 

41 

4 

— 

2. — DEFECTS  FOUND 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— • 

— 

— • 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

— 

: — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6.) 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(i a )  insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

3 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

4 

3 

— 

— 

Three  certificates  of  ‘Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire’  were  granted. 
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Section  83. 

Notice  was  served  in  four  cases  for  cleansing  of  filthy  premises 
all  being  complied  with,  one  in  default  of  the  occupier. 

New  Housing  Progress. 

Lichfield  Road  Estate. 


Houses 

let 

To 

W’ton. 

To 

W’fd. 

Population 
Influx  Total 

352 

231 

121 

880 

1,325 

Long  Knowle  Estate. 

Houses 

let 

To 

W’ton. 

To 

W’fd. 

Population 
Influx  Total 

Total  on  Estate  . 

718 

471 

247 

1,587 

2,380 

Lettings,  1955 

201 

146 

55 

469 

601 

Moathouse  Lane  Estate. 

Houses 

let 

To 

W’ton. 

To 

W’fd. 

Population 
Influx  Total 

Total  on  Estate  . 

384 

384 

— 

1,313 

1,349 

Lettings,  1955 

47 

47 

— 

145 

168 

Perry  Hall  Estate. 

Houses 

let 

To 

W’ton. 

To 

W’fd. 

Population 
Influx  Total 

Total  on  Estate  . 

153 

153 

— 

477 

477 

Lettings,  1955  .  . 

66 

66 

— 

205 

205 

Ashmore  Park  Estate.  (Opening  Ceremony  16th  June,  1955). 


Houses 

To 

To 

Population 

let 

W’ton. 

W’fd. 

Influx  Total 

Lettings,  1955 

78 

45 

33 

172  265 

The  population  of  the  district  at  31st  December,  1955,  was 
estimated  to  be  22,577,  a  total  influx  for  the  year  of  1,543. 

427  visits  were  made  with  regard  to  housing  cases  during  the 
year. 
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